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ABSTRACT

A socket for an impact tool includes an input recess con-
figured to receive an anvil of the impact tool and an output
recess configured to receive a head of a fastener.
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1
POWER SOCKET FOR AN IMPACT TOOL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

Cross-reference is made to U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 14/169,999, entitled “ONE-PIECE POWER SOCKET
FOR AN IMPACT TOOL,” which is assigned to the same
assignee as the present application, is filed on the same day
as the present application, and is expressly incorporated
herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to accessories for impact
tools and, more particularly, to rotary impact devices such as
sockets for use with impact tools.

BACKGROUND

Impact wrenches and other impact tools may be used to
apply torque to fasteners and secure those fasteners in a
variety of applications and industries. Impact wrenches
typically include a rotating mass or hammer that strikes an
anvil to rotate an output shaft. A socket sized to engage a
fastener (e.g., bolt, screw, nut, etc.) may be formed on the
output shaft, but, typically, the socket is an accessory that
may be attached and detached from the output shaft. Rather
than applying a constant torque when the socket is attached
to a fastener, an impact wrench applies torque with each
strike of the hammer.

A socket typically includes a polygonal recess for receiv-
ing a correspondingly shaped head of the fastener. The
engagement between the socket and the head of the fastener
creates a spring effect between those components. Another
spring effect is created by the engagement between the
socket and the output shaft of the impact wrench. As used
herein, the term “spring effect” refers to a mechanical
property that reduces the efficiency of a kinetic energy
transfer. The spring effects created by the interaction
between the fastener, the socket, and the output shaft of the
impact wrench may diminish the amount of kinetic energy
transferred from the impact wrench to the fastener and
therefore diminish the amount of torque delivered to the
fastener.

The mechanical system formed by the fastener, the socket,
and the output shaft of the impact wrench may be repre-
sented as a single-mass oscillator system. While the system
is a rotary system, the system may be illustrated as a
simplified linear system such as the one shown in FIG. 6.
That system includes a typical socket, fastener, and impact
wrench. As shown in FIG. 6, the mass moment of inertia of
the output shaft of the impact wrench is designated by m,,
while the fastener is represented by ground. To illustrate a
typical spring effect introduced by the connection between
the output shaft and the socket, that connection is designated
k, in FIG. 6. Similarly, the connection between the socket
and the fastener is designated by k, to show the spring rate
typically created by that connection. In the typical system
shown in FIG. 6, the combined spring rate of k; and k,
converts a portion of the kinetic energy created by the
impact wrench into potential energy, thereby diminishing the
kinetic energy transferred from the impact wrench to the
fastener and reducing the amount of torque delivered to the
fastener.

SUMMARY

According to one aspect, a socket for an impact tool
includes a body extending between a first end and a second
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end. The body includes a first piece including an output
recess configured to receive a head of a fastener, a second
piece pivotally coupled to the first piece that includes an
input recess configured to receive an anvil of the impact tool,
a cylindrical outer surface that defines a first diameter, and
a disk positioned between the first end and the second end.
The disk defines a second diameter that is greater than the
first diameter. The socket includes a compliant element
positioned between the first piece and the second piece.

In some embodiments, the disk may be fixed to the first
piece. In some embodiments, when the second piece is
pivoted in a first direction relative to the first piece, the
compliant element may be compressed between the first
piece and the second piece, and when the second piece is
pivoted in a second direction relative to the first piece
opposite the first direction, the compliant element may be
permitted to expand.

In some embodiments, when the second piece is pivoted
in a first direction relative to the first piece, a first surface of
the second piece may be moved away from a portion of the
first piece. When the second piece is pivoted in a second
direction relative to the first piece that is opposite the first
direction, the first surface of the second piece may be
advanced toward the portion of the first piece.

In some embodiments, the first piece may include a
sidewall that has a first end and a second end. The first end
of the sidewall may include the first surface and the second
end of the sidewall having a channel defined therein. The
compliant element may be positioned in the channel. Addi-
tionally, in some embodiments, the first surface of the first
piece is moved into engagement with the second piece when
the first piece is pivoted in the second direction.

In some embodiments, the sidewall of the first piece may
be a first sidewall, the compliant element may be a first
compliant element, and the first piece may include a second
sidewall that extends orthogonal to the first sidewall. The
second sidewall may have a first end that is positioned
adjacent to the first sidewall and a second end having a
second channel defined therein. A second compliant element
may be positioned in the second channel defined in the
second sidewall.

Additionally, in some embodiments, when the second
piece is pivoted in a first direction relative to the first piece,
the second piece may be moved away from a first surface of
the first piece and toward a second surface of the first piece.
When the second piece is pivoted in a second direction
relative to the first piece opposite the first direction, the
second piece may be advanced toward the first surface of the
first piece and away from the second surface of the first
piece.

In some embodiments, the compliant element may be
positioned between the first surface of the first piece and a
surface of the second piece such that the compliant element
may be compressed when the second piece is pivoted in the
first direction relative to the first piece. In some embodi-
ments, the second piece may be advanced into engagement
with the second surface of the first piece when the second
piece is pivoted in the second direction.

In some embodiments, the compliant element may be
selected from a group consisting of a helical spring, a
cylindrical spring pin, and an elastomeric plug.

In some embodiments, the first piece may include the
cylindrical outer surface of the body, and the disk may
include at least two ribs extending outwardly from the
cylindrical outer surface and a ring secured to an outer radial
end of each rib.



US 9,463,557 B2

3

In some embodiments, the disk may include a first surface
extending outwardly from the cylindrical outer surface, a
second surface positioned opposite the first surface and
extending outwardly from the cylindrical outer surface, and
an annular outer surface connecting the first surface to the
second surface.

According to another aspect, a rotary impact device
includes an input member, an output member pivotally
coupled to the input member, a disk extending outwardly
from an outer surface of the output member, and a compliant
element positioned between the input member and a first
surface of the output member. When the input member is
pivoted in a first direction relative to the output member, the
compliant element may be compressed between the input
member and the first surface of the output member. When
the input member is pivoted in a second direction opposite
the first direction, the input member may be moved away
from the first surface of the output member.

In some embodiments, the output member may include
the outer surface. The disk may include at least two ribs
extending outwardly from the outer surface, and a ring
secured to an outer radial end of each rib. In some embodi-
ments, the input member may include an input recess that is
generally square-shaped, and the output member may
include an output recess that is polygonal-shaped.

According to yet another aspect, a socket for an impact
tool includes a body that extends between a first end and a
second end. The body includes a first piece including an
input recess configured to receive an anvil of the impact tool,
and a second piece pivotally coupled to the first piece, the
second piece including an output recess configured to
receive a head of a fastener. The socket also includes means
for optimizing the inertia of the socket. The means for
optimizing the inertia of the socket is fixed in position
relative to the second piece.

In some embodiments, the means for optimizing the
inertia of the socket may add compliance when the first piece
is pivoted relative to the second piece in a first direction. In
some embodiments, the means for optimizing the inertia of
the socket may provide engagement between the first piece
and the second piece when the first piece is pivoted relative
to the second piece in a second direction opposite the first
direction

According to another aspect, a socket for an impact tool
includes a body extending between a first longitudinal end
and a second longitudinal end. The body includes an input
recess defined in the first longitudinal end that is configured
to receive an anvil of the impact tool, an output recess
defined in the second longitudinal end that is configured to
receive a head of a fastener, a cylindrical outer surface that
defines a first diameter, and a disk positioned between the
first longitudinal end and the second longitudinal end of the
body. The disk defines a second diameter that is greater than
the first diameter. At least one of the input recess or the
output recess is defined by a plurality of inner walls extend-
ing inwardly from an outer opening. Each inner wall
includes a substantially planar first surface extending from a
first end of the inner wall to an intersection point, and a
substantially planar second surface extending from the inter-
section point to a second end of the inner wall. An obtuse
angle is defined between the substantially planar first surface
and the substantially planar second surface.

In some embodiments, the first surface may define a first
length between the first end of the inner wall and the
intersection point. The second surface may define a second
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length between the intersection point and the second end of
the inner wall. The second length may be less than the first
length.

In some embodiments, the first surfaces of the plurality of
inner walls may define a first geometry of the outer opening,
and the second surfaces of the plurality of inner walls may
define a second geometry of the outer opening that is rotated
relative to the first geometry. The second geometry may
share a geometric center with the first geometry. In some
embodiments, the first geometry may be the same as the
second geometry. Additionally, in some embodiments, the
first geometry may define a square. The first geometry may
define another polygon.

In some embodiments, the intersection point between the
first surface and the second surface of each inner wall may
be a first intersection point, and each first surface may define
a first imaginary line that intersects another first surface at a
second intersection point. A second imaginary line may
extend between each first intersection point and the geomet-
ric center of the first geometry and the second geometry. The
second imaginary line may define first distance. A third
imaginary line may extend between each second intersection
point and the geometric center of the first geometry and the
second geometry. The third imaginary line may define a
second distance that is greater than the first distance.

In some embodiments, each second intersection point
may be positioned at the first end of each inner wall.

In some embodiments, the plurality of inner walls may
include a first inner wall and a second inner wall, and an
acute angle may be defined between the substantially planar
first surface of the first inner wall and the substantially
planar second surface of the second inner wall. In some
embodiments, the substantially planar first surface of the
first inner wall may extend perpendicular to the substantially
planar first surface of the second inner wall.

In some embodiments, the body may be formed as a
single monolithic steel body.

According to another aspect, a rotary impact device
includes an input recess configured to receive an anvil of an
impact tool, an output recess configured to receive a head of
a fastener, an outer surface, and a disk extending outwardly
from the outer surface. At least one of the input recess or the
output recess has an outer opening that is defined by a
plurality of substantially planar first surfaces and a plurality
of substantially planar second surfaces. The plurality of
substantially planar first surfaces define a first geometry of
the outer opening, and the plurality of substantially planar
second surfaces define a second geometry of the outer
opening. The second geometry is noncoincident with the
first geometry and has a common geometric center with the
first geometry.

In some embodiments, the first geometry may be the same
as the second geometry. In some embodiments, each of the
first geometry and the second geometry may define a square.
Additionally, in some embodiments, each of the first geom-
etry and the second geometry may define a polygon.

In some embodiments, each first surface of the plurality of
substantially planar first surfaces may be connected to a
second surface of the plurality of substantially planar second
surfaces. An obtuse angle may be defined between each first
surface and each second surface.

According to another aspect, a socket for an impact tool
includes a body extending between a first end and a second
end. The body includes an input recess configured to receive
an anvil of the impact tool and an output recess configured
to receive a head of a fastener. The socket also includes
means for optimizing the inertia of the socket, and the means
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for optimizing the inertia of the socket is fixed in position
relative to the input recess and the output recess.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The concepts described in the present disclosure are
illustrated by way of example and not by way of limitation
in the accompanying figures. For simplicity and clarity of
illustration, elements illustrated in the figures are not nec-
essarily drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of
some elements may be exaggerated relative to other ele-
ments for clarity. Further, where considered appropriate,
reference labels have been repeated among the figures to
indicate corresponding or analogous elements. The detailed
description particularly refers to the following figures, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a side elevation view of a power tool and one
embodiment of a rotary impact device for use with the power
tool;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the rotary impact device
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is another perspective view of the rotary impact
device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional elevation view of the rotary
impact device taken along the line 4-4 in FIG. 3 showing a
component of the rotary impact device in a first position;

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 showing the component
of the rotary impact device in a second position;

FIG. 6 is a simplified block diagram illustrating a power
tool connected to a standard socket and a fastener;

FIG. 7 is a simplified block diagram illustrating the power
tool and the rotary impact device of FIG. 1 connected to a
fastener representing the rotary impact device when rotating
in a first direction;

FIG. 8 is a simplified block diagram similar to FIG. 7
representing the rotary impact device when rotating in a
second direction opposite the first direction;

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional elevation view similar to FIG.
4 showing another embodiment of a rotary impact device
including a component of the rotary impact device in a first
position;

FIG. 10 is a view similar to FIG. 9 showing the compo-
nent of the rotary impact device in a second position;

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of another embodiment of
a rotary impact device;

FIG. 12 is an elevation view of the rotary impact device
of FIG. 11;

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of another embodiment of
a rotary impact device;

FIG. 14 is an elevation view of the rotary impact device
of FIG. 13 showing the input recess;

FIG. 15 is an elevation view similar to FIG. 14 showing
the geometries defined by the input recess;

FIG. 16 is a perspective view of another embodiment of
a rotary impact device;

FIG. 17 is an elevation view of the rotary impact device
of FIG. 16 showing the output recess; and

FIG. 18 is an elevation view similar to FIG. 17.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

While the concepts of the present disclosure are suscep-
tible to various modifications and alternative forms, specific
exemplary embodiments thereof have been shown by way of
example in the figures and will herein be described in detail.
It should be understood, however, that there is no intent to
limit the concepts of the present disclosure to the particular
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6

forms disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention is to cover
all modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling within
the spirit and scope of the present disclosure.

As will become apparent from reading the present speci-
fication, any of the features of any of the embodiments
disclosed herein may be incorporated within any of the other
embodiments without departing from the scope of the pres-
ent disclosure.

Referring now to FIGS. 1-18, various embodiments of
rotary impact devices or sockets (e.g., sockets 10, 110, 210,
310, 410) are illustrated. When used with an impact wrench
that produces the same amount of energy with each hammer
strike, each socket is configured to deliver increased torque
when rotated in one direction and deliver decreased torque
when rotated in the opposite direction. For example, each
rotary impact device may be configured to deliver lower
torque to the fastener during installation (i.e., when tight-
ening the fastener) and deliver higher torque to the fastener
during removal (i.e., when loosening the fastener). In that
way, each socket is configured to deliver torque to a fastener
asymmetrically so that the torque is limited or reduced in
one direction but not the other.

Referring now to FIG. 1, a rotary impact device or socket
10 may be attached to, and driven by, an impact tool 12. The
impact tool 12 is illustratively embodied as an impact
wrench 12 that includes an output shaft 14 sized to receive
the socket 10. As described in greater detail below, the
socket 10 may be selectively secured to the shaft 14. It
should be appreciated that in other embodiments the socket
10 may be formed on or in the shaft 14.

The wrench 12 includes housing 16 that encases an
impact mechanism 18. The impact mechanism 18 is con-
figured to be driven by a source of compressed air (not
shown), but in other embodiments other sources of power
may be used. Those sources include electricity, hydraulics,
etc. The impact mechanism 18 includes a mass such as, for
example, a hammer 20 that is configured to spin or rotate and
an anvil 22 that is attached to the output shaft 14. In the
illustrative embodiment, the hammer 20 is configured to
slide within the housing 16 toward the anvil 22 when
rotated. A spring (not shown) or other biasing element biases
the hammer 20 out of engagement with the anvil 22.

The output shaft 14 of the wrench 12 extends outwardly
from the housing 16. In the illustrative embodiment, the
output shaft 14 and the anvil 22 form a single monolithic
component. In other embodiments, the output shaft may be
formed separately from the anvil. As shown in FIG. 1, the
wrench 12 also includes a trigger 24 that is moveably
coupled to the housing 16.

In use, compressed air is delivered to the impact mecha-
nism 18 when the trigger 24 is depressed. The compressed
air causes the hammer 20 to rotate and strike the anvil 22.
The impact between the hammer 20 and anvil 22 causes the
anvil 22 (and hence the output shaft 14) to rotate, thereby
transferring the kinetic energy of the hammer 20 to the
output shaft 14. After the hammer 20 strikes the anvil 22, the
spring urges the hammer 20 away from the anvil 22. In the
illustrative embodiment, the hammer 20 strikes the anvil 22
once per revolution. In other embodiments, the hammer may
be configured to strike the anvil more than once per revo-
lution. With each strike of the hammer 20, a fixed amount of
energy is delivered through the anvil 22 to the output shaft
14.

As shown in FIGS. 1-3, the socket 10 has a longitudinal
axis 28 that defines the rotational axis of the socket 10 when
it is secured to the output shaft 14. The socket 10 also
includes a body 30 that extends along the axis 28 from a
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longitudinal end 32 to the opposite longitudinal end 34. The
socket 10 also includes an inertia member 36 that is attached
to the body 30 between the ends 32, 34. An input recess 38,
which is sized to receive the output shaft 14 of the wrench
12, is defined at the longitudinal end 32 of the body 30. In
the illustrative embodiment, the recess 38 is square-shaped
(see FIG. 3) to match the square-shaped cross-section of the
output shaft 14. It should be appreciated that in other
embodiments the output shaft 14 may have other cross-
sectional shapes, such as, for example, a hexagonal or
octagonal shape. In such embodiments, the recess 38 may be
shaped to match the configuration of the output shaft 14.

The socket 10 includes an output recess 40 that is defined
at the other longitudinal end 34 of the body 30. The output
recess 40 is sized to receive a head of a fastener. In the
illustrative embodiment, the recess 40 is hexagonal (see
FIG. 2) to match a hexagonal-shaped fastener head. The
fastener may be a bolt, screw, lug nut, etc. It should be
appreciated that in other embodiments the output recess 40
may be configured to receive fasteners having other types of
heads, such as, for example, square, octagonal, Phillips, flat,
and so forth.

The body 30 of the socket 10 includes an outer component
42 and an inner component 44 that is pivotally coupled to the
outer component 42. In the illustrative embodiment, the
output recess 40 is defined in the outer component 42, as
shown in FIG. 2, and the input recess 38 is defined in the
inner component 44. In other embodiments, the location of
the recesses may be reversed, with the output recess defined
in the inner component and the input recess defined in the
outer component. Each of the components 42, 44 is illus-
tratively formed from a metallic material such as, for
example, steel.

As shown in FIG. 3, an opening 46 is defined in the outer
component 42 at the longitudinal end 34. An inner wall 48
extends inwardly from the opening 46 to define an aperture
50 in the component 42. The inner component 44 is posi-
tioned in the aperture 50. The inner component 44 extends
inwardly from an end 52 positioned adjacent to the opening
46 to an opposite end 54 (see FIGS. 4-5). In other embodi-
ments, the inner component may extend outwardly from the
outer component.

The inner component 44 of the socket 10 may be attached
to the outer component 42 using a variety of methods. For
example, the inner component 44 may include a flange that
is retained in a cylindrical slot or groove defined in the inner
wall 48 of the outer component 42 such that the flange may
move along the slot, thereby permitting the inner component
44 to rotate relative to the outer component 42. In other
embodiments, the socket 10 may include a roller bearing that
has an outer diameter press-fit into the aperture 50 and inner
diameter that is press-fit onto the inner component 44. In still
other embodiments, a metallic bushing formed from, for
example, bronze or a similar material, may be used to join
the two components.

In the illustrative embodiment, the inertia member 36 of
the socket 10 includes a disk 60 that is fixed to the outer
component 42. In that way, the disk 60 is prevented from
rotating relative to the outer component 42 (and hence the
output recess) and permitted to rotate relative to the inner
component 44 (and hence the input recess). In other embodi-
ments, the inertia member 36 may be fixed to the inner
component (and hence the input recess) rather than the outer
component 42 (and hence the output recess). As shown in
FIGS. 2-3, the outer component 42 has a cylindrical outer
surface 62 that extends from the end 32 to the end 34, and
the disk 60 of the member 36 includes a pair of side surfaces
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64, 66 that extend outwardly from the surface 62. It should
be appreciated that in other embodiments the disk and the
outer surface of the component 42 may take other geometric
forms. As shown in FIG. 1, the disk 60 has a diameter that
is greater than the diameter of the component 42. By adding
mass to the socket 10 at a distance from the rotational axis
that is greater than the outer surface of the socket body 30,
the disk 60 is configured to act as a stationary flywheel for
the socket 10, as described in greater detail below.

The outer component 42 and the disk 60 form a single
monolithic component. As a result, the disk 60, like the
component 42, is formed from steel. It should be appreciated
that in other embodiments the inertia member 36 and the
component 42 may be formed as separate components that
are later assembled together. In such embodiments, the
member 36 and the component 42 may be formed from the
same or different materials.

The disk 60 also includes an annular surface 68 that
extends between the side surfaces 64, 66. A set of bores or
through-slots 70 extends through the side surfaces 64, 66. In
the illustrative embodiment, the inertia member 36 includes
three through-slots 70 that are spaced apart equally around
the circumference of the disk 60. The location and number
of slots 70 divide the disk 60 into an outer ring 72 that is
connected to the outer component 42 via three ribs 74. As
shown in FIG. 2, the ribs 74 are spaced apart equally around
the circumference of the outer surface 62 of the component
42. It should be appreciated that in other embodiments the
disk 60 may include additional slots 70. In still other
embodiments, the slots 70 may be omitted.

As shown in FIG. 2, the inner wall 48 of the outer
component 42 includes a cylindrical surface 80 that defines
a cylindrical passage 82 of the aperture 50. As shown in
FIGS. 4-5, the inner wall 48 also includes a plurality of
substantially planar surfaces 84 that define a polygonal-
shaped passage 86 of the aperture 50. As described above,
the inner component 44 includes an end 54, and the end 54
is received in the polygonal-shaped passage 86 of the
aperture 50. In the illustrative embodiment, the end 54 of the
component 44 and the passage 86 are square-shaped. It
should be appreciated that in other embodiments the end 54
of the component 44 may have another shape, such as, for
example, a hexagonal or octagonal shape. In such embodi-
ments, the passage 86 of the aperture 50 may be shaped to
match the configuration of the component 44.

The inner component 44 includes a plurality of outer
walls 90 that define the square-shape of the end 54. As
described above, the inner component 44 is configured to
pivot relative to the outer component 42. When the inner
component 44 is pivoted in counter-clockwise as indicated
in FIG. 4 by arrow 92, the outer walls 90 of the inner
component 44 engage the planar surfaces 84 of the outer
component 42. In that way, the socket 10 provides a solid
contact interface between the components 42, 44 when the
inner component 44 is pivoted counter-clockwise.

As shown in FIGS. 4-5, the socket 10 also includes a
number of compliant elements 94 that are positioned
between the components 42, 44. In the illustrative embodi-
ment, the socket 10 includes four elements 94, and each
complaint element 94 is embodied as a helical spring. Each
spring 94 includes an outer end 96 that is positioned in a
channel 98 defined in each surface 84 of the component 44
and an inner end 100 that is engaged with a section 102 of
each outer wall 90. When the inner component 44 is pivoted
clockwise as indicated in FIG. 5 by arrow 104, the outer
walls 90 of the inner component 44 compress the springs 94,
thereby permitting limited movement between the compo-
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nents 42, 44 and introducing a spring effect between the
input and output of the socket 10, as described in greater
detail below.

In use, the socket 10 is secured to the wrench 12 by
positioning the output shaft 14 in the input recess 38 of the
socket 10. The socket 10 may be then attached to a fastener
by positioning the fastener head in the output recess 40. To
loosen or remove a fastener, the socket 10 (and hence the
fastener) is rotated counter-clockwise. To do so, a user may
depress the trigger 24 of the wrench 12 to deliver com-
pressed air to the impact mechanism 18, which causes the
hammer 20 to rotate and strike the anvil 22. The impact
between the hammer 20 and anvil 22 causes the anvil 22
(and hence the output shaft 14, socket 10, and fastener) to
rotate counter-clockwise, thereby transferring the kinetic
energy of the hammer 20 to the output shaft 14. As described
above, a fixed amount of energy is delivered through the
anvil 22 to the output shaft 14 with each strike of the
hammer 20.

The kinetic energy is then transferred through the socket
10 to the fastener. As described above, the engagement or
connection between the output shaft 14 and the socket 10
introduces a spring effect into the system, while the engage-
ment or connection between the socket 10 and the fastener
introduces another spring effect into the system. When the
socket 10 is rotated counter-clockwise, the outer walls 90 of
the inner component 44 engage the planar surfaces 84 of the
outer component 42 such that a solid contact interface exists
between the components 42, 44, and the springs 94 remain
uncompressed.

The engagement between the components 42, 44 permits
the mechanical system formed by the fastener, the socket 10,
and the output shaft 14 of the impact wrench 12 to be
represented as a simplified linear dual-mass oscillator sys-
tem 106, as shown in FIG. 7. In the dual-mass system 106,
the mass moment of inertia of the output shaft 14 of the
impact wrench 12 is designated by m,, and the mass moment
of inertia of the disk 60 of the inertia member 36 is
designated by m,. As shown in FIG. 7, the fastener is
represented by the ground, and the connection between the
output shaft 14 and the socket 10 is designated k,. Similarly,
the connection between the socket 10 and the fastener is
designated by k, to show the spring rate created by that
connection.

As described above, the disk 60 is sized to act as a
stationary flywheel, and the kinetic energy from the output
shaft 14 is transferred through the connection (k,) between
the shaft 14 and the socket 10 to the inner component 44.
The engagement between the outer walls 90 of the inner
component 44 and the planar surfaces 84 of the outer
component 42 causes the outer component 42 (and hence the
disk 60) to accelerate, thereby transferring and storing the
kinetic energy in the disk 60. Because the outer component
42 (and hence the disk 60) is engaged with the fastener, the
disk 60 is forced to decelerate rapidly such that the kinetic
energy stored in the disk 60 is transferred rapidly to the
fastener to provide increased torque.

To tighten or install a fastener, the user may operate a
switch to reverse the direction of rotation of the impact
wrench 12 such that the socket 10 (and hence the fastener)
is rotated clockwise. To do so, a user may depress the trigger
24 of the wrench 12 to deliver compressed air to the impact
mechanism 18, which causes the hammer 20 to rotate and
strike the anvil 22. The impact between the hammer 20 and
anvil 22 causes the anvil 22 (and hence the output shaft 14,
socket 10, and fastener) to rotate clockwise, thereby trans-
ferring the kinetic energy of the hammer 20 to the output
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shaft 14. As described above, a fixed amount of energy is
delivered through the anvil 22 to the output shaft 14 with
each strike of the hammer 20.

The kinetic energy is then transferred through the socket
10 to the fastener. When the socket 10 is rotated clockwise,
the outer walls 90 of the inner component 44 compress the
springs 94, thereby permitting limited movement between
the components 42, 44 and introducing a spring effect
between the input and output of the socket 10. The mechani-
cal system formed by the fastener, the socket 10, and the
output shaft 14 of the impact wrench 12 when the socket 10
is rotated clockwise may be represented as a simplified
linear dual-mass oscillator system 108, as shown in FIG. 8.
In the dual-mass system 108, the mass moment of inertia of
the output shaft 14 of the impact wrench 12 is designated by
m,, and the mass moment of inertia of the disk 60 of the
inertia member 36 is designated by m,. As shown in FIG. 8,
the fastener is again represented by the ground, and the
connection between the output shaft 14 and the socket 10 is
designated k;. Similarly, the connection between the socket
10 and the fastener is designated by k, to show the spring
rate created by that connection. The additional spring effect
created by the engagement between the inner component 44
and the springs 94 is designated by k;.

The kinetic energy from the output shaft 14 is transferred
through the connection (k,) between the shaft 14 and the
socket 10 to the inner component 44, and the energy is then
transferred via the connection (k;) and stored in the disk 60.
The combined spring rate of k; and k; converts a portion of
the kinetic energy into potential energy, thereby diminishing
the kinetic energy transferred to the disk 60 when the socket
10 is rotated clockwise. As such, less energy is transferred
to the fastener when the disk 60 decelerates such that less
torque is provided to the fastener when the fastener is
tightened than when it is loosened. In that way, the socket 10
is configured to deliver torque to a fastener asymmetrically
so the torque is limited or reduced in one direction relative
to the other direction.

Referring now to FIGS. 9-10, another embodiment of a
rotary impact device (hereinafter socket 110) is shown.
Many features of the embodiment of FIGS. 9-10 are the
same as the features of the embodiment of FIGS. 1-8. The
same reference numbers used in FIGS. 1-8 will be used to
identify those features that are the same in FIGS. 9-10. As
shown in FIG. 9, the socket 110 includes an inner component
44 and an outer component 42. The inner component 44
includes an end 54 that is positioned in a passage 86 of the
outer component. The socket 110 also includes a number of
compliant elements 94 that are positioned between the
components 42, 44. In the embodiment of FIG. 9, each
compliant element is embodied as a cylindrical spring pins
112 rather than the helical springs included in the embodi-
ment of FIGS. 1-8. Each cylindrical spring pin 112 is
positioned in a channel 114 defined in a surface 116 of the
outer component 42.

When the inner component 44 of the socket 110 is pivoted
in a counterclockwise direction, as indicated in FIG. 9 by
arrow 118, the inner component 44 engages the surfaces 116
of the outer component 42 such that a solid contact interface
exists between the components. Similarly, when the inner
component 44 of the socket 110 is pivoted in a clockwise
direction, as indicated in FIG. 10 by arrow 120, the inner
component 44 compresses the springs 94, thereby permitting
limited movement between components 42, 44 and intro-
ducing a spring effect between the input and output of the
socket 110. Similar to the embodiment of FIGS. 1-8,
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Referring now to FIGS. 11-12, another embodiment of a
rotary impact device (hereinafter socket 210) is shown.
Many features of the embodiment of FIGS. 11-12 are the
same as the features of the embodiment of FIGS. 1-8. The
same reference numbers used in FIGS. 1-8 will be used to
identify those features that are the same in FIGS. 11-12. As
shown in FIG. 11, the socket 210 has a longitudinal axis 28
that defines the rotational axis of the socket 210 when it is
secured to the output shaft 14. The socket 210 also includes
abody 230 that extends along the axis 28 from a longitudinal
end 232 to the opposite longitudinal end 234. The socket 210
also includes an inertia member 36 that is attached to the
body 230 between the ends 232, 234.

An input recess 38, which is sized to receive the output
shaft 14 of the wrench 12, is defined at the longitudinal end
232 of the body 230. In the illustrative embodiment, the
recess 238 is square-shaped to match the square-shaped
cross-section of the output shaft 14. The socket 210 includes
an output recess (not shown) that is defined at the other
longitudinal end 34 of the body 30. The output recess of the
socket 210, like the output recess 40 of FIGS. 1-8, is sized
to receive a head of a fastener.

The body 230 of the socket 210 includes a main compo-
nent 242 and an input component 244 that is pivotally
coupled to the main component 242. In the illustrative
embodiment, the output recess is defined in the main com-
ponent 242, and the input recess 238 is defined in the input
component 244. In other embodiments, the location of the
recesses may be reversed, with the output recess defined in
the inner component and the input recess defined in the outer
component. Each of the components 242, 244 is formed
from a metallic material such as, for example, steel.

As shown in FIG. 1, the main component 242 includes a
cylindrical body 246 that extends from the end 234 of the
socket 210 to an intermediate end 248 positioned between
the ends 232, 234. The component 242 also includes a pair
of flanges 250, 252 that extend from the intermediate end
248 to the longitudinal end 232 of the socket 210. The flange
250 is positioned on one side of the socket 210, while the
other flange 252 is positioned on the opposite side, with the
axis 28 positioned between the flanges 250, 252.

In the illustrative embodiment, each of the flanges 250,
252 defines an arc that extends from a substantially planar
end surface 254 to another substantially planar end surface
256. Each of the flanges 250, 252 extends less than the
circumference of the cylindrical body 246. It should be
appreciated that in other embodiments the flanges 250, 252
may be shorter or longer than the illustrative embodiment.
Additionally, in other embodiments, the socket may be
additional flanges or only a single flange.

As shown in FIG. 11, a slot 258 is defined between the
flanges 250, 252. The slot 258 is connected to an aperture
(not shown) extending into the cylindrical body 246 of the
component 242. Like the aperture 50 of the socket 10, the
aperture of the body 246 receives an end of the input
component 244. The component 244 may be attached to the
component 242 using a variety of methods. For example, the
component 244 may include a flange that is retained in a
cylindrical slot or groove defined in the component 242 such
that the flange may move along the slot, thereby permitting
the component 244 to rotate relative to the component 242.

The input component 244 of the socket 210 includes a
plug 260 that is received in the slot 258 defined between the
flanges 250, 252. The plug 260 includes a pair of ears 262,
264 that are positioned between the surfaces 254, 256 of the
flanges 250, 252. As shown in FIGS. 11-12, the ear 262 is
positioned on one side of the socket 210, while the other ear
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264 is positioned on the opposite side, with the axis 28
positioned between the ears 262, 264. Each of the ears 262,
264 extends from a substantially planar end wall 266 to
another substantially planar end wall 268.

As shown in FIGS. 11-12, the socket 210 also includes a
number of compliant elements 270 that are positioned
between the components 242, 244. In the illustrative
embodiment, the socket 210 includes two elements 270, and
each complaint element 270 is embodied as a polymeric
wedge 270. The wedge 270 may be formed from a com-
pressible polymeric material such as, for example, urethane-
based material. In the illustrative embodiment, each wedge
may be attached to one of the flanges 250, 252 via an
adhesive or other fastener. Each wedge 270 has a side
surface 272 that faces the end surface 254 of one of the
flanges 250, 252, and another side surface 274 that faces the
end wall 266 of one of the ears 262, 264. In the illustrative
embodiment, the opposite end surface 256 of each flange
250, 252 faces the opposite end wall 268 of each ear 262,
264.

As a result, a spring effect is introduced when the com-
ponent 244 is pivoted clockwise such as when a fastener is
tightened, and no spring effect is introduced when the
component 244 is pivoted counterclockwise such as when
the fastener is loosened. Clockwise rotation is indicated in
FIG. 12 by arrow 280, while counter-clockwise rotation is
indicated by arrow 282. When the component 244 is pivoted
clockwise, the end wall 266 of the ear 262 of the component
244 is pressed into the side surface 274 of one wedge 270,
while the end wall 266 of the other ear 264 is pressed into
the side surface 274 of the other wedge 270. Because each
wedge 270 is compressible, the wedges 270 permit limited
movement between the components 242, 244 such that a
spring effect is introduced between the input and output of
the socket 10 when the component 244 is rotated clockwise.

When the component 244 is pivoted counterclockwise as
indicated by arrow 282, the end wall 268 of the ear 262 is
pressed into the end surface 256 of the flange 250, in a
direction away from the wedge 270. The end wall 268 of the
other ear 264 is pressed into the end surface 256 of the flange
252, also in a direction way from the other wedge 270. In
that way, the socket 210 provides a solid contact interface
between the components 42, 44 when the inner component
44 is pivoted counter-clockwise.

As described above, the socket 210 also includes an
inertia member 36. As shown in FIGS. 11-12, the inertia
member 36 of the socket 210 includes a disk 60 that is fixed
to the component 242. In that way, the disk 60 is prevented
from rotating relative to the component 242 (and hence the
output recess) and permitted to rotate relative to the com-
ponent 244 (and hence the input recess). The component 242
and the disk 60 are illustratively formed as a single mono-
lithic component. As a result, the disk 60, like the compo-
nent 242, is formed from steel. It should be appreciated that
in other embodiments the inertia member 36 and the com-
ponent 242 may be formed as separate components that are
later assembled together. In such embodiments, the member
36 and the component 242 may be formed from the same or
different materials.

In use, the socket 210 is secured to the wrench 12 by
positioning the output shaft 14 of the wrench 12 in the input
recess 238 of the socket 210. The socket 210 may be then
attached to a fastener by positioning the fastener head in the
output recess. To loosen a fastener, the socket 210 (and
hence the fastener) is rotated counter-clockwise in the man-
ner described above. When the hammer 20 of the wrench 12
strikes the anvil 22, the anvil 22 (and hence the output shaft
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14, socket 10, and fastener) is rotated counter-clockwise,
thereby transferring the kinetic energy of the hammer 20 to
the output shaft 14. As described above, the engagement or
connection between the output shaft 14 and the socket 210
introduces a spring effect into the system, while the engage-
ment or connection between the socket 210 and the fastener
introduces another spring effect into the system.

When the socket 210 is rotated counter-clockwise, the end
walls 268 of the component 244 engage the surfaces 256 of
the component 42 such that a solid contact interface exists
between the components 242, 244 and the wedges 270 are
permitted to expand. Because the disk 60 is sized to act as
a stationary flywheel, the engagement between the compo-
nents 242, 244 causes the component 242 (and hence the
disk 60) to accelerate, thereby transferring and storing the
kinetic energy in the disk 60. With the component 242 (and
hence the disk 60) engaged with the fastener, the disk 60 is
forced to decelerate rapidly such that the kinetic energy
stored in the disk 60 is transferred rapidly to the fastener to
provide increased torque during the loosening operation.

To tighten a fastener, the socket 210 (and hence the
fastener) may be rotated clockwise in the manner described
above. When the hammer 20 of the wrench 12 strikes the
anvil 22, the anvil 22 (and hence the output shaft 14, socket
10, and fastener) may be rotated clockwise, thereby trans-
ferring the kinetic energy of the hammer 20 to the output
shaft 14. When the socket 210 is rotated clockwise with the
shaft 14, the end walls 266 of the component 244 compress
the wedges 270, thereby permitting limited movement
between the components 242, 244 and introducing a spring
effect between the input and output of the socket 10. That
spring effect converts an additional portion of the kinetic
energy into potential energy, thereby diminishing the kinetic
energy transferred to the disk 60 when the socket 210 is
rotated clockwise. As such, less energy is transferred to the
fastener when the disk 60 decelerates such that less torque
is provided to the fastener when tightening the fastener than
when loosening the fastener.

Referring now to FIGS. 13-15, another embodiment of a
rotary impact device (hereinafter socket 310) is shown.
Many features of the embodiment of FIGS. 13-15 are the
same as the features of the embodiment of FIGS. 1-8. The
same reference numbers used in FIGS. 1-8 will be used to
identify those features that are the same in FIGS. 13-15. As
shown in FIG. 11, the socket 310 has a longitudinal axis 28
that also defines the rotational axis of the socket 310 when
it is secured to the output shaft 14. The socket 310 also
includes a body 330 that extends along the axis 28 from a
longitudinal end 332 to the opposite longitudinal end 334.
The socket 310 also includes an inertia member 36 that is
attached to the body 330 between the ends 332, 334.

In the embodiment of FIGS. 13-15, the body 330 and the
inertia member 36 form a single monolithic component. The
body 330 and the inertia member 36 are illustratively formed
from a metallic material such as, for example, steel. It should
be appreciated that in other embodiments the inertia member
36 and the body 330 may be formed as separate components
that are later assembled together. In such embodiments, the
member 36 and the body 330 may be formed from the same
or different materials.

As shown in FIG. 13, the body 330 of the socket 310 has
a cylindrical outer surface 62 that extends from the end 332
to the end 334. The inertia member 36 includes a disk 60 that
extends outwardly from the outer surface 62 of the body
330, and the disk 60 acts as a stationary flywheel for the
socket 310. The socket 310 also includes an output recess
(not shown) that is defined at the longitudinal end 334 of the
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body 330. The output recess of the socket 310, like the
output recess 40 of FIGS. 1-8, is sized to receive a head of
a fastener.

An input recess 338, which is sized to receive the output
shaft 14 of the wrench 12, is defined at the longitudinal end
332 of the body 330. As shown in FIG. 11, the input recess
338 includes an opening 350 defined in an end surface 352
of the body 330. A plurality of inner walls 354 extend
inwardly from the opening 350 to define the input recess
338. As described in greater detail below, the input recess
338 is sized to receive the output shaft 14 of the wrench 12.

Referring now to FIG. 14, each inner wall 354 defining
the input recess 338 extends from an end 356 to another end
358. In the illustrative embodiment, a bevel 360 is formed at
each of the ends 356, 358 of each inner wall 354 to guide the
shaft 14 into the recess 338. It should be appreciated that in
other embodiments the bevels may be omitted.

Each inner wall 354 also includes a substantially planar
surface 362 that extends from the end 356 toward the end
358. Another substantially planar surface 364 that extends
from the end 358 toward the other surface 362, and the
surfaces 362, 364 meet at an intersection point 366. As
shown in FIG. 14, the surface 364 of each inner wall 354 is
angled relative to its corresponding surface 362, and an
angle o is defined between the surfaces 362, 364. In the
illustrative embodiment, the angle o is an obtuse angle such
that each surface 364 extends radially outward from the
intersection point 366 to the end 358. Additionally, an angle
[ is defined between the surfaces 362, 364 of adjacent inner
walls 354. In the illustrative embodiment, the angle { is an
acute angle. It should be appreciated that in other embodi-
ments the angle oo may be an acute angle. In other embodi-
ments, the angle  may be an obtuse angle.

As shown in FIG. 14, the surface 362 of each inner wall
354 defines a distance 370 between the end 356 and the
intersection point 366. Each surface 362 defines an imagi-
nary line 372 that intersects the surface 362 of an adjacent
inner wall 354 at an intersection point 374. In the illustrative
embodiment, the imaginary line 372 is positioned orthogo-
nal to the surface 362 of the adjacent inner wall 354. In that
way, the surfaces 362 of adjacent inner walls 354 extend
perpendicular to each other, and the surfaces 362 cooperate
to define a geometry 376 of the recess 338 that is square-
shaped. As shown in FIG. 14, the intersection points 374 are
positioned at each corner of the square-shaped geometry
376. The geometry 376 illustratively matches the configu-
ration of the shaft 14 of the wrench 12. It should be
appreciated that in other embodiments the surfaces 362 may
define a different geometric shape such as, for example, a
hexagonal, octagonal, or other polygonal shape to match a
polygonal shape of a shaft 14.

The other surface 364 of each inner wall 354 defines a
distance 380 between the end 358 and the intersection point
366. In the illustrative embodiment, the distance 380 defined
by the surface 364 is less than the distance 370 defined by
the surface 362, and, as shown in FIG. 14, each surface 364
is shorter than each surface 362. As shown in FIG. 15, each
surface 364 defines an imaginary line 382 that intersects the
surface 364 of an adjacent inner wall 354 at an intersection
point 384. In the illustrative embodiment, the imaginary line
382 is positioned orthogonal to the surface 364 of the
adjacent inner wall 354, and the surfaces 364 cooperate to
define a geometry 386 of the recess 338 that is also square-
shaped.

As shown in FIG. 15, the geometry 386 is rotated relative
to the geometry 376, the geometry 386 matches the geom-
etry 376. In the illustrative embodiment, the geometries 376,
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386 share a common geometric center 390, which is also
coincident with the longitudinal axis 28 of the socket 310. It
should be appreciated that in other embodiments the geom-
etries 376, 386 may be offset from one another. In still other
embodiments, the geometries 376, 386 may not match.

In use, the outermost point of drive contact between the
shaft 14 and the socket 310 changes based on the direction
of rotation of the shaft 14. As a result, the amount of torque
delivered to the socket 310 when loosening the fastener (i.e.,
when the shaft 14 is rotated counterclockwise) is different
from the amount of torque delivered when tightening the
fastener (i.e., when the shaft is rotated clockwise). In the
illustrative embodiment, when the shaft 14 is rotated in a
counter-clockwise direction, the shaft 14 engages the sur-
faces 362 of the inner walls 354, and each intersection point
374 of the geometry 376 defines the outermost point of
contact between the shaft 14 and the socket 310. As shown
in FIG. 15, an imaginary radius line 392 extends between the
geometric center 390 and each intersection point 374 of the
geometry 376. When the shaft 14 is rotated counter-clock-
wise, as indicated by arrow 394 in FIG. 15, the radius line
392 defines the moment arm for the torque transmitted to the
socket 310.

When the shaft 14 is rotated in a clockwise direction, as
indicated by arrow 396 in FIG. 15, the intersection point 366
between the surfaces 362, 364 is the outermost point of
contact between the shaft 14 and the socket 310. As shown
in FIG. 15, an imaginary radius line 398 extends between the
geometric center 390 and each intersection point 366. When
the shaft 14 is rotated clockwise, the radius line 398 defines
the moment arm for the torque transmitted to the socket 310.
In the illustrative embodiment, the radius line 398 is less
than the radius line 392. As a result, the amount of torque
transmitted to the socket 310 when the shaft 14 is rotated
clockwise to tighten a fastener is less than the amount of
torque transmitted to the socket 310 when the shaft 14 is
rotated counter-clockwise to loosen the fastener.

Localized stresses are created at each of the intersection
points 366, 374 when the shaft 14 is rotated clockwise or
counter-clockwise, respectively. Because the radius line 398
is shorter than the radius line 392, the localized stresses
generated at the intersection point 366 during clockwise
rotation are higher than the localized stresses generated at
the intersection point 374 during counterclockwise rotation.
As a result, the contact between the socket 310 and the shaft
14 of the wrench 12 is more elastic and introduces a spring
effect that converts a portion the kinetic energy generated by
the wrench 12 into potential energy, thereby diminishing the
kinetic energy transferred to the disk 60 when the socket 310
is rotated clockwise. Because this results in less energy
being transferred to the fastener when the disk 60 deceler-
ates, this spring effect also reduces the torque provided to the
fastener during tightening.

In other embodiments, the socket 310 may also be
designed to move between the geometries 376, 386 depend-
ing on the direction of rotation of the shaft 14 of the wrench
12. In such embodiments, the intersection points 366 define
initial points of contact when the shaft 14 is rotated clock-
wise, but the recess 338 is sized such that the shaft 14 is
advanced into engagement with the surfaces 364 of the inner
walls 354. Similar to the embodiments of FIGS. 1-12, this
limited movement between the shaft 14 and the socket 310
introduces a spring effect that converts a portion the kinetic
energy generated by the wrench 12 into potential energy,
thereby diminishing the kinetic energy transferred to the
disk 60 when the socket 310 is rotated clockwise. As a result,
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less energy is transferred to the fastener when the disk 60
decelerates such that less torque is provided to the fastener
during tightening.

Referring now to FIGS. 16-18, another embodiment of a
rotary impact device (hereinafter socket 410) is shown.
Many features of the embodiment of FIGS. 16-18 are the
same as the features of the embodiment of FIGS. 13-15. The
same reference numbers used in FIGS. 13-15 will be used to
identify those features that are the same in FIGS. 16-18. In
contrast to the socket 310, the outermost point of drive
contact between the shaft 14 and the socket 410 does not
change based on the direction of rotation of the shaft 14.
Instead, as described in greater detail below, the geometries
defined by the output recess 440 of the socket 410 shift the
outermost point of drive contact between the socket 410 and
a fastener based on the direction of rotation. As a result, the
amount of torque delivered by the socket 410 to the fastener
when loosening the fastener is different from the amount of
torque delivered when tightening the fastener.

As shown in FIG. 16, the socket 410 has a longitudinal
axis 28 that also defines the rotational axis of the socket 410
when it is secured to the output shaft 14. The socket 410 also
includes a body 430 that extends along the axis 28 from a
longitudinal end 432 to the opposite longitudinal end 434.
The body 430 has a cylindrical outer surface 62 that extends
from the end 432 to the end 434, and the socket 410 includes
an inertia member 36 that is attached to the body 430
between the ends 432, 434. The inertia member 36 includes
a disk 60 that extends outwardly from the outer surface 62
of'the body 430, and the disk 60 acts as a stationary flywheel
for the socket 410. The socket 410 also includes an input
recess (not shown) that is defined at the other longitudinal
end 432 of the body 430. The input recess of the socket 410,
like the input recess 38 of FIGS. 1-8, is sized to receive the
shaft 14 of the wrench 12.

The body 430 and the inertia member 36 are formed as a
single monolithic component in the illustrative embodiment.
The body 430 and the inertia member 36 are formed from a
metallic material such as, for example, steel. It should be
appreciated that in other embodiments the inertia member 36
and the body 430 may be formed as separate components
that are later assembled together. In such embodiments, the
member 36 and the body 430 may be formed from the same
or different materials.

As shown in FIGS. 16-18, the socket 410 includes an
output recess 440, which is sized to receive a head of a
fastener and is defined at the longitudinal end 434 of the
body 430. The recess 440 includes opening 450 defined in an
end surface 452 of the body 430. A plurality of inner walls
454 extend inwardly from the opening 450 to define the
input recess 440. Each inner wall 454 extends from an end
456 to another end 458.

Each inner wall 454 also includes a substantially planar
surface 462 that extends from the end 456 toward the end
458. Another substantially planar surface 464 that extends
from the end 458 toward the other surface 462, and the
surfaces 462, 464 meet at an intersection point 466. As
shown in FIG. 17, the surface 464 of each inner wall 454 is
angled relative to its corresponding surface 462, and an
angle o is defined between the surfaces 462, 464. In the
illustrative embodiment, the angle o is an obtuse angle such
that each surface 464 extends radially outward from the
intersection point 466 to the end 458. Additionally, an angle
[ is defined between the surfaces 462, 464 of adjacent inner
walls 454. In the illustrative embodiment, the angle {3 is also
an obtuse angle. It should be appreciated that in other
embodiments the angles o, § may be acute angles.
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As shown in FIG. 17, the surface 462 of each inner wall
454 defines a distance 470 between the end 456 and the
intersection point 466. Each surface 462 defines an imagi-
nary line 472 that intersects the surface 462 of an adjacent
inner wall 454 at an intersection point 474. In the illustrative
embodiment, the surfaces 462 of adjacent inner walls 454
cooperate to define a geometry 476 of the recess 440 that is
hexagonal. As shown in FIG. 14, the intersection points 474
are positioned at each corner of the hexagonal geometry 476.
The geometry 476 illustratively matches the configuration of
a head of a fastener. It should be appreciated that in other
embodiments the surfaces 462 may define a different geo-
metric shape such as, for example, a square or octagonal to
match a square or octagonal shaped fastener.

The other surface 464 of each inner wall 454 defines a
distance 480 between the end 458 and the intersection point
466. In the illustrative embodiment, the distance 480 defined
by the surface 464 is less than the distance 470 defined by
the surface 462, and, as shown in FIG. 17, each surface 464
is shorter than each surface 462. As shown in FIG. 18, each
surface 464 defines an imaginary line 482 that intersects the
surface 464 of an adjacent inner wall 454 at an intersection
point 484. In the illustrative embodiment, the surfaces 464
cooperate to define a geometry 486 of the recess 440 that is
hexagonal.

As shown in FIGS. 17-18, the geometry 486 is rotated
relative to the geometry 476, the geometry 486 matches the
geometry 476. In the illustrative embodiment, the geom-
etries 476, 486 share a common geometric center 490, which
is also coincident with the longitudinal axis 28 of the socket
410. It should be appreciated that in other embodiments the
geometries 476, 486 may be offset from one another. In still
other embodiments, the geometries 476, 486 may not match.

As described above, the outermost point of drive contact
between the fastener and the socket 410 changes based on
the direction of rotation of the socket 410. As a result, the
amount of torque delivered by the socket 410 to the fastener
when loosening the fastener is different from the amount of
torque delivered when tightening the fastener. In the illus-
trative embodiment, when the socket 410 is to loosen the
fastener, the fastener engages the surfaces 462 of the inner
walls 454, and each intersection point 474 of the geometry
476 defines the outermost point of contact between the
fastener and the socket 410. As shown in FIG. 17, an
imaginary radius line 492 extends between the geometric
center 490 and each intersection point 474 of the geometry
476. When the socket 410 is rotated to loosen the fastener,
as indicated by arrow 494 in FIG. 17, the radius line 492
defines the moment arm for the torque transmitted by the
socket 410 to the fastener.

When the socket 410 is rotated to tighten the fastener, as
indicated by arrow 496 in FIG. 18, the intersection point 466
is the outermost point of contact between the fastener and
the socket 410. As shown in FIG. 18, an imaginary radius
line 498 extends between the geometric center 490 and each
intersection point 466. When the socket 410 is rotated as
indicated by arrow 496, the radius line 498 defines the
moment arm for the torque transmitted by the socket 410 to
the fastener. In the illustrative embodiment, the radius line
498 is less than the radius line 492. As a result, the amount
of torque transmitted by the socket 410 when rotated to
tighten a fastener is less than the amount of torque trans-
mitted by the socket 410 when rotated to loosen the fastener.

Localized stresses are created at each of the intersection
points 466, 474 when the socket 410 is rotated. Because the
radius line 498 is shorter than the radius line 492, the
localized stresses generated at the intersection point 466
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when tightening the fastener are higher than the localized
stresses generated at the intersection point 474 when loos-
ening the fastener. As a result, the contact between the socket
410 and fastener is more elastic and introduces a spring
effect that converts a portion the kinetic energy generated by
the wrench 12 into potential energy, thereby diminishing the
kinetic energy transferred from the socket 410 to the fastener
and reducing the torque provided to the fastener during
tightening.

In other embodiments, the socket 410 may also be
designed to move between the geometries 476, 486 depend-
ing on the direction of rotation. In such embodiments, the
intersection points 466 define initial points of contact when
the socket 410 is rotated to tighten the fastener, but the
recess 440 is sized such that the fastener is advanced into
engagement with the surfaces 464 of the inner walls 454.
Similar to the embodiments of FIGS. 1-12, this limited
movement between the fastener and the socket 410 intro-
duces a spring effect that converts a portion the kinetic
energy generated by the wrench 12 into potential energy,
thereby diminishing the kinetic energy transferred from the
socket 310 to the fastener such that less torque is provided
to the fastener during tightening.

While the disclosure has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, such an
illustration and description is to be considered as exemplary
and not restrictive in character, it being understood that only
illustrative embodiments have been shown and described
and that all changes and modifications that come within the
spirit of the disclosure are desired to be protected. For
example, a single socket may include both the input recess
of the socket 310 and the output recess of the socket 410.
Additionally, a single socket may include the input recess of
socket 310 or the output recess of the socket 410 and also be
formed as a two-piece socket similar to the sockets of FIGS.
1-12. In other embodiments, the inertia member may also be
omitted from any of the socket designs described above.

There are a plurality of advantages of the present disclo-
sure arising from the various features of the apparatus,
systems, and methods described herein. It will be noted that
alternative embodiments of the apparatus, systems, and
methods of the present disclosure may not include all of the
features described yet still benefit from at least some of the
advantages of such features. Those of ordinary skill in the art
may readily devise their own implementations of the appa-
ratus, systems, and methods that incorporate one or more of
the features of the present disclosure.

The invention claimed is:

1. A socket for an impact tool, the socket comprising:

a body extending between a first end and a second end, the

body including:

a first piece including an output recess configured to
receive a head of a fastener,

a second piece pivotally coupled to the first piece, the
second piece including an input recess configured to
receive an anvil of the impact tool,

a cylindrical outer surface that defines a first diameter,
and

a disk positioned between the first end and the second
end, the disk defining a second diameter that is
greater than the first diameter, and

a compliant element positioned between the first piece

and the second piece,

wherein when the second piece is pivoted in a first

direction relative to the first piece, a first surface of the

second piece is moved away from a portion of the first
piece, and when the second piece is pivoted in a second
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direction relative to the first piece that is opposite the
first direction, the first surface of the second piece is
advanced toward the portion of the first piece.

2. The socket of claim 1, wherein the disk is fixed to the
first piece.

3. The socket of claim 1, wherein:

when the second piece is pivoted in the first direction

relative to the first piece, the compliant element is
compressed between the first piece and the second
piece, and

when the second piece is pivoted in the second direction

relative to the first piece that is opposite the first
direction, the compliant element is permitted to expand.

4. The socket of claim 1, wherein:

the first piece includes a sidewall that has a first end and

a second end, the first end of the sidewall including the
portion of the first piece and the second end of the
sidewall having a channel defined therein, and

the compliant element is positioned in the channel.

5. The socket of claim 4, wherein the portion of the first
piece is moved into engagement with the second piece when
the second piece is pivoted in the second direction.

6. The socket of claim 4, wherein:

the sidewall of the first piece is a first sidewall,

the compliant element is a first compliant element, and

the first piece includes a second sidewall that extends

orthogonal to the first sidewall, the second sidewall
having a first end, positioned adjacent to the first
sidewall, and a second end having a second channel
defined therein, and

a second compliant element is positioned in the second

channel defined in the second sidewall.
7. The socket of claim 1, wherein:
when the second piece is pivoted in the first direction
relative to the first piece, the second piece is moved
away from a first surface of the first piece and toward
a second surface of the first piece, and

when the second piece is pivoted in the second direction
relative to the first piece opposite the first direction, the
second piece is advanced toward the first surface of the
first piece and away from the second surface of the first
piece.

8. The socket of claim 7, wherein the compliant element
is positioned between the second surface of the first piece
and a surface of the second piece such that the compliant
element is compressed when the second piece is pivoted in
the first direction relative to the first piece.

9. The socket of claim 8, wherein the second piece is
advanced into engagement with the first surface of the first
piece when the second piece is pivoted in the second
direction.

10. The socket of claim 1, wherein the compliant element
is selected from a group consisting of a helical spring, a
cylindrical spring pin, and an elastomeric plug.

11. The socket of claim 1, wherein:

the first piece includes the cylindrical outer surface of the

body, and

the disk includes (i) at least two ribs extending outwardly

from the cylindrical outer surface, and (ii) a ring
secured to an outer radial end of each rib.

12. The socket of claim 1, wherein the disk includes:

a first surface extending outwardly from the cylindrical

outer surface,
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a second surface positioned opposite the first surface and
extending outwardly from the cylindrical outer surface,
and

an annular outer surface connecting the first surface to the
second surface.

13. A rotary impact device comprising:

an input member,

an output member pivotally coupled to the input member,

a disk extending outwardly from an outer surface of the
output member, and

a compliant element positioned between the input mem-
ber and a first surface of the output member,

wherein when the input member is pivoted in a first
direction relative to the output member, the compliant
element is compressed between the input member and
the first surface of the output member, and when the
input member is pivoted in a second direction opposite
the first direction, the input member is moved away
from the first surface of the output member.

14. The rotary impact device of claim 13, wherein:

the output member includes the outer surface, and

the disk includes (i) at least two ribs extending outwardly
from the outer surface, and (ii) a ring secured to an
outer radial end of each rib.

15. The rotary impact device of claim 13, wherein the
input member comprises an input recess that is generally
square-shaped.

16. The rotary impact device of claim 13, wherein the
output member comprises an output recess that is polygonal-
shaped.

17. A rotary impact device comprising:

an input member,

an output member pivotally coupled to the input member,

a disk extending outwardly from an outer surface of the
output member, and

a compliant element positioned between the input mem-
ber and an end surface of the output member,

wherein when the input member is pivoted in a first
direction relative to the output member, the input
member is moved away from the end surface of the
output member and toward an abutment surface of the
output member, and when the input member is pivoted
in a second direction relative to the output member
opposite the first direction, the input member is
advanced toward the end surface of the output member
and away from the abutment surface of the output
member.

18. The socket of claim 17, wherein:

when the input member is pivoted in the first direction
relative to the output member, the compliant element is
compressed between the output member and the input
member, and

when the input member is pivoted in the second direction
relative to the output member that is opposite the first
direction, the compliant element is permitted to expand.

19. The socket of claim 18, wherein the input member is
advanced into engagement with the abutment surface of the
output member when the input member is pivoted in the
second direction.

20. The socket of claim 17, wherein the compliant ele-
ment is positioned between the end surface of the output
member and a surface of the input member such that the
compliant element is compressed when the input member is
pivoted in the first direction relative to the output member.
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